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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. } (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
QyV jjdnerating, en by a fbrst computer, a first license for software installed on the first 
compute r, th e first licens e valid for a first predetermin e d period of tim e stor e d on th e first 
computer ; 

generating, on a s econd computer, a second, lic e ns e for th e installed softwar e , th e 
second license valid for a s e cond predetermin e d period of tim e stored on the se cond 



b 1 




computer; 

obtainin g, by the first computer, from the a second computer fee a second license 
for the installed software, wherein the second license is generated by the second 
computer; 

determining, by the first computer, whether the second license is authentic; and 
replacing, if the second license is authentic, the first license with the second 

license. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein th e firot and 
second licens e s each s tiare replacing, if the second license is authentic, the first license 
with the second license comprises: 



L 



setting, by the first computer, a uniqu e first identifier to associate the first aed 



second lic e nses license with the first computer^ 



/. 



determining whether the first identifier matches a second identifier of the second 



license; 



validating a digital signature of the second license; 
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determining, if the firfst identifier matches the second identifier and the digital 
signature is valid, that the second license is authentic: and 

replacing, as a result of determining that the second license is authentic, the first 



license with the second lic< 



iceLse. 



3. (Cancelled) 

f 




4. (Currentlj Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein obtaining from the 
second computer the second license further comprises: 

connecting to the second computer, 

providing the selond computer with at least a portion of the first license?; and 
exchanging the/first license for the second license. 

5. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 4, wherein connecting to the 
second computer comprises connecting to the second computer via a communications 
network. 



(Original) The method of Claim 5, wherein the communications network 



is the internet. 



7. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 5, wherein exchanging the 
first license for the second license includes formatting data from the first license 
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according to a set of text processing rules and transmitting the formatted data using a text 
transfer protocol. 



(Cancelled) 



9. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising verifying whether 



the replaced license is valid, 
expired. 



Lcluding determining whether the replaced license has 




10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3, whoroin 2, further 
comprising digitally signing the first and second licenses , wherein digitally signing the 
first and second licenses includes applying a message digest algorithm to a portion of the 
license not including a length of the license or the digital signature, resulting in a message 
digest, the message digest Ipeing further encrypted with a hinary key extracted from the 
unique identifier. 



\ / 13. (Currently Amended) Ar>/£rticle of manufacture comprising: 

a machine-accessible medium including thereon sequences of instructions that, 
^ when executed, cause an electronic system to: 

generate, ea by a^first computer, a first license for software installed on the first 

/ 

compute r, th e first^licans e valid for a firot pred e t e rmined period of time stored on the first 



computer ; 
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generate, on a aoo and computer, a s e cond license for tho install e d softwarey-fee 



Go cond license valid for c - 




se cond pr e d e t e rmin e d p e riod of tim e stor e d on th e s e cond 



fomputer; 

obtai n, bv the first computer, from fee a second computer fee a second license for 



the installed software, wherein the second license is generated by the second computer; 



determine, bv the first computer, whether the second license is authentic: and 



replace, if the second license is authentic, the first license with the second license. 




25 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, 
herein the first and s e cond liconses each shar e sequences of instructions that, when 
executed, cause the electronic system to replace.af the second license is authentic, the 
second license with the first license comprise's^equences of instructions that, when 

/ 

executed, cause the electronic system to/ 

/ 

set, bv the first computer, a uniqu e first identifier to associate the first and s e cond 

/ 

lic e ns e s license with the first computer^ 

/ 

determine whether the/first identifier matches a second identifier of the second 



license; 



/ 



/ 



validate a digital Signature of the second license; 

determine, if the first identifier matches the second identifier and the digital 

/ 

signature is valid, that the second license is authentic; and 

replace. As a result of determining that the second license is authentic, the first 



license with the second license. 
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(Cancelled) 





27 . (Cum ;ntly Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 1 3 , wherein the 
sequences of instruct ons that, when executed, cause the electronic system to obtain^by 
the first computer, frc m the second computer the second license further compris e s 
comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to: 
connect to the second computer; 

provide the second computer with at least a portion of the first license; and 



exchange the 



first license for the second license. 




28. (Prev ously Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 27, wherein 
the sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to connect 
to the second compv ter comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
electronic system to connect to the second computer via a communications network. 

29. (Previously Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 28, wherein 
the sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to connect 
to the second computer via the communications network comprise sequences of 
instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to connect to the second 
computer via the internet. 



[30. (Caicelled) 



Application No. 09/468,611 
Arty. Docket No. 042390.P7278 



-6- 



Examiner J. Hayes 
Art Unit 3621 



04/04/2003 14:43 FAX 503 684 3245 



BSTZ - LAKE OSWEGO 




4/ 



3 1 . (Previously Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 13, wherein 
the machine-accessible mediimi further comprises sequences of instructions that, when 
executed, cause the electronic system to verify whether the replaced license is valid, 
including determining whet Jer the replaced license has expired. 



32. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 26 wh e r e in th e 
further comprising sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic 
system to digitally sign the first and second licenses , wherein the sequences of 



instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to dig itally sign the first and 
second licenses inolud e s jinclude sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
electronic system to apply a message digest algorithm to a portion of the license not 
including a length of the license or the digital signature, resulting in a message digest, the 
message digest being further encrypted with a binary key extracted from the unique 
identifier. 



33 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
selectively refreshing the second license prior to expiration of th e c e oond a 

predetermined period of time. 

34. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 13, wherein the 
machine-accessiblejmedium further comprises sequences of instructions that, when 
executed, cause th j electronic system toi selectively refresh the second license prior to 
expiration of th e s e cond a predetermined period of time. 
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